
WESSEX LODGE SCHOOL 

“The support was very 

helpful to the house 

team and young people, 

so thank you very 

much! It is times like 

this when the power of 

the team makes a big 

difference” 

Wessex College Manager  
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It has been an exciting time since the last newsletter. Much has happened.  

The Middle School have started a project on Frogs after a kind donation of tadpoles from 

Governor Kate Stewart. They have also started their own museum in the classroom,         

deciding amongst themselves what would be kept and who was responsible. 

Home Cooking skills have resulted in lots of exciting dishes and students have prepared 

lunches for a variety of events. We are hopeful that from September a Farm Café will be   

developed offering a range of lovely dishes and other refreshments for visitors. 

Students have participated in a range of educational outings including visits to ‘We are     

Curious’ and Bristol Zoo, a Birds of Prey Centre, Glastonbury and a Monkey Centre in      

Dorset. 
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I am really pleased to report that many of our students are making a real effort to keep fit. The Middle School are swimming 

twice a week and several of the older students are now attending the gym on a regular basis. Other students are participating 

in regular horse riding, basketball and cycling sessions. Our no smoking policy is also helping students to start to think about 

healthier choices. 

To support this move to a healthier lifestyle a school tuck shop offering healthy snacks at break time has been introduced. My 

thanks to Sophia for organising this. 

Several students are making real progress in Music and Art, and  are making their own music using garage band  programme. 

In art the middle school students have made a variety of excellent pieces in a range of styles. 

Some of our older students have started work experience placements in the community which is great to see and will really 

help prepare them for adult life. Others have expressed interest in college courses. 

Students continue to enjoy their sessions at Triskele Farm developing skills in animal care, construction and outdoor          

education. In addition, the farm has proven to be a rich source for exhibits for the middle school museum as students scan the 

area with metal detectors. Attendance there continues to be really good despite the late freeze we all experienced. I am sure 

as summer approaches students will be even keener to attend their sessions. 

The Student Council has developed well and now meets on a regular basis. It is an excellent opportunity for students to put 

forward their views. Already the student council has complied a long list of extra facilities they would like to see. 

I am pleased to welcome two new members of staff to the school team, Kirsty Booty who will have responsibility for Home 

Cooking Skills and Kate Kreil who will deliver Hair and Beauty. 

Obviously we delighted with the outcome of our Ofsted Inspection and I hope you have enjoyed reading the report which    

describes the excellent progress and effort made by students and staff...Nigel Troop, Head Teacher  

Triskele Farm  new arrivals…..hatching day has arrived! 

• Triskele Farm Developments 

• New Staff & Achievements  



I am pleased to announce that Wessex Lodge School received a good 
rating following our recent inspection in March 2018. As a school, we are 
extremely happy with the result  and  proud to be a part of the success.  

The new report, which comes after the inspection, highlights; 

“There is a careful scrutiny of policies and procedures to ensure 
that pupils are safe and looked after. Leaders nurture positive    
partnerships with parents and carers. A well-planned transition   
programme and ongoing communication ensures that everyone is 
involved in securing the best outcomes for pupils. Recent changes 
to the structure at leadership level are securing strong improvement 
to the quality of teaching, learning and assessment.”  

(Ofsted March 2018). 

The recent addition of Triskele Farm to the school has led to a broadening of the curriculum, which now provides a 
wealth of vocational learning experiences. “Pupils benefit from a varied and rich curriculum. Activities support  
pupils’ confidence and self-esteem as well as promoting positive aspirations for the future.” (Ofsted March 2018). 

It is also important to say that our staff have a massive part in achieving this success: “Staff have a deep                  
understanding of pupils’ often complex needs. They successfully plan adaptations to ensure that pupils enjoy 
their learning and make good progress.” (Ofsted March 2018). 

The report also says that attendance quickly improves as pupils settle. They enjoy their time at school and want to     
attend, as they feel respected, safe and valued.  

The improvements we have made as a school are testament to the hard work and determination of staff, pupils, parents 
and carers. We will continue striving to give our young people an excellent education and platform for adult life.  

The farm has shown great developments since the last newsletter 
in order to get ready for Ofsted. The biggest changes can been 
seen in the house with the creation of 2 new study rooms, a   
meeting room and several pieces of work shown around the main 
house. 

 

Outside we have seen the erection of new pens in 
the leg to home our two breeds of pigs. This week 
we will see the Yurt back up in the field to allow 
the farm to offer Forest School and fire and food. 
A new allotment has been created in the main field 
to compliment the green house and horticulture 
area. 

Starting to hatch are the new arrivals of the middle 
school chickens after their incubation project,  
fingers crossed they all hatch safe and well. 

Equine has been incredibly 
popular this term with the 
introduction of Equine     
Assisted Learning by Laura 
Wheeler, just last week we 
were able to see our first 
student rider. Well done 
Aleea. 

As always I would like to thank all the farm       
students for all their hard work and dedication to 
the animals. Without you we could not provide 
these animals with such care. 



M 
iddle School. What a truly gorgeous and fantastic place Triskele farm 

is, blossom and birdsong and bees! 

As the rhubarb spreads its canopy, the scaffold for the beans has gone 

up and the cauliflowers are developing leaves - safe under nets from 

the hungry wild rabbits (and the mischievous Sonic)! The sprouting onions make one 

think of Summer and French onion soup with cheese croutons… Cat ‘scarers’ have 

appeared and we are watching as the strawberry bed begins to bloom: We long for 

them to be ready to harvest and eat.  

Summer is going to be fantastic and gourmet…we count our blessings to be in such 

a wonderful and beautiful environment. 

What’s more we get to drink the best tea ever made by Liam. No longer restricted to making 
tea for his regular staff Liam now offers tea to visitors and enquires as to their sugar          

preferences as politely as if he were serving in a tea room. Wonderful… 

Kate Stewart, one of our School Governors, kindly donated the Middle School and Triskele 
Farm a ‘zillion’ tadpoles and as a result we produced not only an informative noticeboard 
about the Frog life cycle on show at the farm, but a vast array of exceedingly high quality 

work.  

This included, ‘Thank you letters’ and explanations of metamorphosis by all students, as well 

as a booklet by Liam, research on Rainforest frogs by Shirley and an information sheet by 

Dan: All sent in a package as a little surprise for Kate.  On receipt, Kate pinged an email back 

to the students saying: 

‘’This morning I have been handed the pack of work by your students  regarding the frogs. I was overwhelmed to read 

such lovely letters … and felt  immensely proud of your students…receiving this has made my day and I would like to 
frame it all for the office’’. 

 

The football pitch in front of the main house is becoming a popular sporting area 
where we delight in watching Lukasz run around - as he discreetly looks out for 

the next delicious offering to come out of the kitchen! Sausage rolls made by the 
Middle School disappeared fast but the chicken strips, curry, iced cupcakes, 
cheesecake and cereal bars seemed to vanish like magic too. Tuesday is the 

day of good eating at the Farm when the Middle School team take 
to their aprons! We are also happy to report that they also take well 
to the dishcloth and help with the washing up 

Raw food is handled safely and hygienically as skills are polished 

and new, more complicated multi step recipes are added. How 
fantastic to see Dan, Liam, Courtney and Shirley share their successes with 
peers and staff so readily the sharing of ‘samples’ offered with ready smiles and 

quiet modesty, as they feel proud of the development of their cooking skills and 
the sharing of the pleasure of eating.  

“Students in Middle School Art have been looking 
at shapes and patterns in organic forms and have 

each developed their own unique design. They 
have transferred their designs onto a printing block 
and made a series of prints.  

Shirley created a larger version by making a     

repeat pattern, and the group then made a         
sensational large scale collaborative print         
comprising of everyone's individual designs.  

This marks the end of a very successful project for which each student will be    

receiving a certificate of achievement. Well done Daniel, Liam and Shirley". 

Simon Potter, Art Teacher 



Just as exciting as the Frog study is the launch of the Wessex Lodge School Museum. Liam is the Museum ‘Manager’, Shirley 

the ‘Researcher’ and Dan is ‘Assistant’ and ‘crystal’ researcher.  

Dan was not originally a researcher but due to good quality work was promoted 

by Liam.  Teresa was put in charge of ‘Security’ and Lucy assigned to ‘Paper 
worker’. Lanyards showing roles, with id photos attached, were issued to all staff 
and at the time of writing discussions are on-going regarding the gift shop and the 

possibility of selling original artwork printed by the Museum team with Simon. A 
one off collaboration piece marked 1/1 and signed by the archaeologists is      
estimated by Dan to be valued in the region of 99 billion pounds! It has been   

decided this ‘rare collector’s print’ will not be sold, but given as a gift to Jo. Rest 
assured - copies have been made to verify authenticity! 

 Problem solving task recently encountered have included 
working out the area of the artefacts in the museum and their 

dimensions in centimetres and millimetres. It has also      
entailed using a metal detector to search for further items to 
add to our collection to display alongside temporary exhibits; 

such as the stones brought in by Dan. Other donations have 
been made such as the fossils from Yasmin, a horse’s tooth 
found at Triskele Farm by Shirley and a handful of interesting 

natural items from Simon.  

Nigel introduced Liam and Dan to a new music style when he 

gave them a lift back from Triskele Farm. One vote for and 

one against! However, 3 votes for Garageband! Liam and 

Daniel have been busy using the music tech software on 

Apple Macs this term with Teacher Dan.  They have learned 

to source MIDI files to playback computer game music and 

then how to move the notes. As a result, they have created 

crazy Mario Kart Horror Tunes!  

Shirley has been learning basic keyboard skills and using 

Garageband working with loops to make music as well as 

singing to backing tracks. 

The Middle school have been on a car chase adventure to Ilminster! This is how Dan described our trip to get the Bluebell 

Chicken eggs from Manor Farm. We went in two cars and Neil’s car kept passing the school car, as we tried to get in line 

ready for the bumpy final part of the journey which entailed multiple pot holes. 20 Bluebell eggs were safely returned to   

Triskele Farm after we had admired the pigs and immaculate farm where the Bluebell chickens are reared. Safely in the  

incubator for the next 21 days, we have named some of the eggs (Nigel now has a namesake), along with Clucky, Barney, 

Lilly, Jeffrey and Olivia, to name but a few. 

On 10th May we candled the eggs, which the boys really enjoyed. 

Selecting 5 eggs which had lost 5 grams on average and which 

showed no ‘spider web,’ or back eye spot, we removed them from 

the healthy developing eggs and smashed them open outside. It 

was tense and dramatic as each egg was opened and shown to 

have nothing inside but a yellow yolk and very runny white. Well 

done Neil and the boys, the torch test worked like a dream. Now 

we cannot wait for day 21 when the eggs hatch and we meet Nigel. 

These are just a few of the highlights from the range of things we have been getting up to 

in the Middle School. Finally, I would like to add that it has been a pleasure to meet the 

new staff member at Triskele Farm – Ben. He has been terrific. When asked about his 

new role he said: ‘’with great power comes great responsibility’’ and when prompted    

further added, ‘’ I am really enjoying the responsibility’’ …way to go!   



Another fantastic term of ideas and plans 
coming together nicely on the student 
council board. The students have really 
bought into this and even middle school 
have started their own middle school 
council, so we are all very excited to see 
what comes out of their meetings! Upper 
school have been very busy indeed, having 
meetings over toasted sandwiches and 
frappes at Starbucks!  

Steam has been coming off my laptop 
with all the ideas and minutes I have    
taken! We have been enjoying the fruits 
(literally) of the smoothie machine now in 
school and under 110 calorie healthy 
snacks from the tuck shop.  

The last student council proved things 
change and the young people’s  voices are 
heard, the garden furniture that the YPs 
have asked for is under way to be        
delivered and will be at Wessex Lodge at 
the beginning of next term…how exciting, 
somewhere to sit and chill in the glorious 
weather!  

Another idea that came out of the   
meeting was end of school year trip for 
upper school, on a vote this was unanimous 
and we are all off to Thorpe park. Lots of 
fab ideas and suggestions, too many to 
list in fact.  

Keep your eyes and ears peeled for more 
student council additions, I’ll give you a 
clue….. when we next meet on the 25th  
June we will decide on a specific   charity 
to support and how we will            endeav-
our to do it !  

Huge thanks to all our young people but in 
particular Shannon C , Nisha, Shannon K, 
Kayleigh  and  Courtney  who have been 
very involved and proactive within the 
meetings! Thank you for being the     
Wessex voice for positive change! 

Sophia  

 

 

 

 

Wessex Lodge School understands the value of bringing            
learning to life! 

Courtney L visited Bath City Farm with Sarah Jones where they 
also fitted in time to chat about work experience options. 

There were a variety of different animals; chickens, goats,  
Shetland pony, pigs, sheep, lambs to name a few. 

Courtney held Dave, a 4 week old kid, whilst his Mum was   
getting her six weekly pedicure, which she didn’t seem to be 
enjoying as it took two staff, one to hold her head and one to 
trim her hoofs! 

Courtney and Sarah then sat in the café area overlooking the 
whole of Bath in the sunshine, feeling very relaxed. 



 

 

 

 

 

U 
pper School Tom and Kian have been using 
garageband to both create music using loops 
such as drum, synth and keyboards as well 

as looking at  programming synthesisers to create 
drum and bass music. Tom has been MC’g and is 
writing his own lyrics for future recording. 

Courtney has been learning to use her new I phone 
to create playlists of music to burn to CD as well as 
looking back at previous keyboard skills               
development.  Kayleigh has been using an ipad with 
virtual software as well as revising her keyboard 
skills and Nisha has been exploring music genre and 
teaching Dan about grime music. 

Tom the music producer 

M 
iddle School Liam and Daniel have been busy using the music tech software Garageband on Apple Macs this 
term.  They have learned to source MIDI files to playback computer game music and then how to move the notes and 
seem to be amused created Mario Kart Horror Tunes!  

Shirley has been learning basic keyboard skills and using garageband working with loops to make music as well as singing to 
backing tracks. 

Home Cooking Skills 

In home cooking skills this half 
term we have been focusing on 
getting to know each other and 

cooking some fun things together.  

We have been getting messy   
making mozzarella sticks and 
chicken goujons as well as making 

some yummy gooey brownies!  

So much has been cooked and 

enjoyed.  

We have been focusing heavily on food intolerances and allergies as well as various 

dietary requirements, whether vegetarian, vegan, diabetic and even foods suitable for 

those with autism. We have been making dairy free and gluten free recipes with free 

from ingredients and learning that they can be just as good as the ‘real thing’! 

Kayleigh and Shannon helped to make sandwiches for visitors at the farm, this took into 

account dietary needs and incorporated vegetarian and vegan sandwiches as well as 

fish and meat. We also included some yummy snacks! 

It’s been a fun term! 



 

 

Learning on the Job! 

Scott Hepburn is a year 11 student who is interested in training to 

be a Plumber when he leaves school. 

So, in typical Wessex Lodge School style, we have adapted Scott’s 

timetable so he can gain valuable experience working with Scotty, 

Wessex Colleges’ maintenance man, learning different skills such 

as measuring, using electrical equipment and using different 

screws for different materials such as stone and wood and is    

gaining lots of extra knowledge from Scotty, who is an electrician by 

trade.   

Scotty is incorporating lots of Maths into 

the practical work especially          

measurement conversion which is   

crucial in the plumbing trade. 

Scott has shown lots of resilience whilst 

working in the office at the Farm which 
is great to see.  Well done Scott! 

 

Arts & Crafts 
 

 

 

We have been customising a fashion item.  

Kayleigh chose to design and customise a phone case for her iPhone 6. She 
created a mood board with her design and material ideas, then followed this 
with a sketched design in her sketchbook. Following her design Kayleigh then 

applied her ideas to a clear, plain phone case. To create her customisation, 
Kayleigh used glitter and craft glue before coating the case in lacquer to      
protect the glitter and ensure her design remains intact. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shannon and Nisha have decided to make their own 
long sleeve crop tops. They have both created mood 

boards for their designs and sketched their design ideas 
into their sketchbooks. They have also written out step 
by step instructions to follow in order to achieve their 

desired designs. They are creating their tops by        
removing the crotch area of a pair of leggings, gluing the 
seams and then adding their individual customised   

features.  



Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education  

In PSHE this term we have been looking at personal identity. 

This has been a great way to get to know the young people, and 

we have been discussing what makes up a person’s identity. We 

have been making identity mind maps of all the things we like 

and are in the process of getting the young people UK citizenship 

cards as a form of identity.  

We have been discussing the British values and what it means to 

be British, hence applying for the citizenship cards! One of the 

most important values to Shannon is to have fun! And this is  

exactly what we are trying to do in our PSHE lessons and other 

areas at school.  

We have watched some bizarre videos of people who choose to identify themselves as something other than a human, for     

example; the human Dalmatian. In which a man outside of his work hours chooses to dress and act like a Dalmatian dog! 

Strange! But in relation to individual liberty, he is not breaking the law and isn’t hurting anyone so can live however he chooses, 

and we can do the same if we so choose! 

We have also had a couple of visits, one from Motiv8 Mike who met with some of the upper school girls to chat about drugs, and 

one from Marina the sexual health nurse to discuss sex and relationship education. Both full of very useful information! 

 

 Staff member of the half term: Kirsty 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

ENGAGEMENT 

 

POSITIVE  

OUTCOMES 

Achievements 
Congratulations to all our deserving winners of student and staff member of 

the week during this half term.  

 

 Student of the half term: Daniel  

 

Newsletter written by members of the Wessex Lodge School team 


