
WESSEX LODGE SCHOOL 

‘Delighted with school and     

communication. Best school he’s 

ever been to. Improvement in 

behavior and manners. Calmer 

at home, more interested and 

more conversation. More smiles 

and happier. ..’ 

Parent & Grandparent  
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Middle School go virtual... 

Head Teacher Report  

As the Spring term draws to a close I am pleased to report that we 
have had another exciting  and productive term. 

All students have made good progress and are enjoying their         

programmes. Attendance has continued to improve, overall 71.5% 
for the term, and student and carer feedback continues to be positive. 

I am pleased this term  to welcome 3 new students to the school and 
2 new members of staff as well, with another 2 new members of staff 
due to join us in the new term. 

Sadly we have said goodbye to Dave Campbell, our long serving  
Deputy Head and Nikita Boydell, our Hair and Beauty and Cooking 
Skills tutor. I wish them well in their new posts. 

Towards the end of term we were visited by Ofsted which was really 
exciting, as it was an opportunity to show the inspector the great work 
students and staff are doing. 

We are looking forward to the publication of the report, and will share 
the result and feedback with you all. 

Two fantastic SMART boards have been installed in the main building and a 

new student area has been completed in the Middle school annexe where 

students can focus in a soothing calm, environment. 
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SPRING 2 NEWSLETTER 

We have had lots of Learning Walks and visitors. Staff and young people alike have all become very immodest – getting 
prouder and prouder of our work and achievements, as we share our multiple successes with as wide an  audience as we 

possibly can. Wessex Lodge School is inspiring: not just for students but for the staff too.  

In the new term there are exciting plans for a Middle School camping expedition, further developments in the 
farm provision, and lots of exciting  educational visits...Nigel Troop , Head Teacher 



M iddle School as usual have been out 
and about in the Community: Lots and lots! 

Teacher Dan and Courtney have been to the computer 

games café opposite school. Here she experienced 

older style consoles with the original Mario game. She 

then moved on to the virtual reality headset where she dived into the deep 

ocean in a cage!  While Courtney enjoyed this she took the     headset off 

and handed it to Dan as a large shark approached!!! After Teacher Dan had 

been attacked by the shark Courtney plucked up the  courage to go back in 

and meet the shark herself! Dot. Dot. Dot! 

The cold snap has meant there was ice to be broken in the water trough by the church and the ducks at        

Shearwater have been busy with a ‘duck party’ which seems to involve multiple tussles for bread and lots of 

splashing. Certainly a practical opportunity to reinforce all our work on ‘States of matter’ as the water froze and 

thawed with the fluctuating temperatures we have experienced recently. 

Speed walking is a new challenge as we set ourselves new longer distance targets each week., and we have  
continued swimming sessions at the local pool. What a delight to discover chocolate scented shower gel! We 
have also found that the tapas at Cordero lounge in Frome is somewhat moreish. Alongside celebrating the     
Chinese New Year with lantern making and identification of our animal signs we had great pleasure in sampling 
prawn crackers and deciding that they are moreish too!!! 

Middle School Art  

Art work with Simon on a 

Wednesday has become 

a big favourite. Students 

have been looking at        

intersecting shapes to 

create pattern.  

They have developed 

their patterns using colour transitions from warm to 

cool.  

This entailed applying their colour with paint,    

printing using a range of wood and foam blocks, 

and by weaving together strips of pre-painted    

paper. Artists that the   students have been looking 

at to inform their experiments are Paul Klee and 

Wassily Kandinsky.  

Our classroom walls look fabulous! 

Work in class continues as we explore the wonderful world we live in. Sound lessons have included listening to 

noise outside the classroom at school and we only found four natural sounds alongside an average of fourteen 

man-made sounds. Dan, Liam and Shirley went on to experiment with muffling an alarm clock and found that a 

blanket was better than bubble wrap, newspaper, tissue paper, a box, or socks!  Seeking more natural             

surroundings we had an amazing trip to Heaven’s Gate.  



 

We had a busy Spring term with 
lots of positives! A couple of these 
included the introduction of the      
Student Council and the WLS Tuck 
Shop!  

There were lots of fantastic ideas 
to come out of the most recent       
Student Council, with Shannon C, 
Shannon K, Nisha and Courtney  
attending and all contributing fully.  

Some of their ideas have already 
been agreed and implemented and 
the girls are really chuffed. They 
had a idea of being hungry half 
way through the morning and 
asked for a tuck shop. This 
’opened’ 9th April 2018 and has 
been a huge success for far.  

Our tuck shop stocks healthy 
breakfast bars, fruits , yoghurt    
covered raisins  healthy snack 
crisps and fruit flavoured waters.  

The students also asked for a 
milkshake or fizzy drinks machine 
so we met them half way and with 
the help of Kayleigh, going to  
Argos she purchased a Nutri Bullet. 
It makes healthy delicious  
smoothies, which have gone down 
a storm. The students get to 
choose their fruit and make them 
during morning break!  

Stay tuned for more and exciting 
changes brought to you by the 
Wessex Lodge School students 
and Student Council!  

Kian sampling some Portuguese food ... 

U 
pper School Kian and Dan enjoyed a 

cultural ‘stop off’ on their way to Ilminster, to a very 

authentic Portuguese Café in Shepton Mallet, called 

Ponto de Encontro. 

Kian ate and enjoyed their flat traditional garlic 

bread. The café is great as all of the staff and customers are                     

Portuguese.  We were the only Brits!  It was like being on                

holiday, and Kian loved it. 

 

News flash….’Teacher beaten by student!’ 
During a lesson on 8th March, Sarah Jones, who is the  upper school’s 

literacy teacher was metaphorically ‘hung’ whilst playing hangman with 

Courtney L! 

During the lesson, Courtney and  
Sarah talked through what the      
different vowels and  consonants 
were in the alphabet. This didn’t 
seem to help Sarah when she was 
guessing Courtney’s word, which is 
the big London  attraction, The    
London Eye.   

Although, in Sarah’s defence, she 
wasn’t given any clues by Courtney! 

Student 

Council 

——————— 

‘Dan is a legend…’ 

Kian on Mentor Dan H  

————————–— 



New.....Dan Williams 
We welcome a new member to the staff team at Triskele Farm who will 

work with all our students on all things flora. Daniel Williams our         
Horticultural specialist raises the number of ‘Dans’ at the school to 
THREE. We are all really looking forward to enjoying the fruits of his   

labours and requests for strawberries have already been taken. Onions 
to name but one vegetable have been planted by the middle school boys 

Also joining us we welcome Kirsten Booty (Tutor) and 
Kate Kreil (LSA)...look forward to more information about 
them in the next issue.. 

Newsletter written by Teresa Lawes in association with the Wessex Lodge School team 

 Achievements 
Congratulations to all our deserving winners of student and staff  
member of the week during this half term.  

 

 Student of the half term:  

Leo Barlow 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 Staff member of the half term: 

Yasmin Wallis  

 

ENGAGEMENT 

 

POSITIVE  

OUTCOMES 

Welcome 
We are delighted to add new staff members to our team.  

 


